


complexity and fragmentation whether through wider scope, stricter requirements or
additional procedures. The result would be concrete commitments to keep new rules
simple and make existing ones easier to work with, giving Europe more room to grow,

thrive and compete.
First, we must stop adding unnecessary burdens.

When Member States bring Union law into their national rules, they should commit to
being open about anything they add and explaining why. They should also show what
these additions mean for businesses and for the Single Market. Where a Member State
chooses to go further than Union law requires, that choice should be clear for everyone to

see.

When Member States bring Union law into their national rules, they should commit to
identifying anything they add and explaining why. They should also show what these
national additions and obligations mean for businesses and the Single Market. Where a
Member State chooses to go beyond what Union law requires, that choice should be clear

for everyone to see.

Member States must put in place effective national policies against gold-plating, these will
of course differ in design and approach depending on the context. These could include a
comply-or-explain approach, public declarations, systematic assessments of gold-plating
risks, or explicit political sign-off.

The European Commission will continue to do its part. We will prefer regulations and
greater harmonisation, and allow fewer national options where these could create
fragmentation between countries. We will help national administrations with clearer
transposition guidance and roadmaps for bringing EU proposals into their national rules,
along with providing practical tools to identify gold-plating risks early on. We will make it
easier to apply our rules in the same way, everywhere and right from the start. In this
way, we can ensure our Single Market works as it should: the same rules for citizens and
businesses, wherever they are in Europe.

Second, we must remove existing obstacles and answer for the results.

Member States should also commit to review existing instances of gold-plating. In support
of this, the declaration would establish a “review and remove” mechanism. This
mechanism would be within the European Semester. The Commission, working with
Member States, would identify a set of priority areas where national requirements impose
heavy burdens or obstruct cross-border activity.

Member States would then review their requirements in those areas and agree to simplify
or remove unnecessary burdens. Targeted consultations and implementation dialogues
would give businesses, especially SMEs and those operating across borders, a direct voice
in this process.



(/WIL&LQ-@A,



